
March Joint Powers Authority: 

Mission Accomplished, Time to Completely Dissolve 

March 17, 2025 

SUMMARY 

In 1993, the March Joint Powers Authority (March JPA) was established by the cities of Moreno 
Valley, Perris, Riverside, and the County of Riverside. Its purpose was to revitalize the local 
economy from a national recession and the loss of thousands of jobs when the March Air Force 
Base transitioned to March Air Reserve Base. 

The March JPA has had a significant economic impact on Riverside County, contributing billions 
of dollars and creating over 10,000 new jobs.1 With its mission accomplished, the March JPA

Commission unanimously voted to disband the organization in June 2016.2 However, dissolving

the March JPA involves complex legal and financial issues requiring years to resolve. Many of 
these issues will be settled by July 1, 2025, when Riverside County assumes the land 
development authority previously held by the March JPA. 

The Riverside County Civil Grand Jury (Grand Jury) investigated the March JPA to assess the 
impact of transferring its primary source of income, land development authority, to the County of 
Riverside, while shifting its focus primarily to the airport authority. 

The Grand Jury's investigation led to 13 findings. The March JPA Commission has failed to 

appoint a professionally qualified treasurer as required by California Government Code §6505.6, 
and its own joint powers authority agreement. Additionally, it failed to perform monthly bank 
reconciliations for the 2022-2023 fiscal year until the end of the 2022-2023 fiscal year. It failed 
to complete annual financial audits within six months as required by its joint powers authority 

agreement. Persistent internal control issues, especially regarding the segregation of duties, were 
reported for four successive years, increasing the risk of errors and fraud. 

The March JPA is transitioning into a permanent, independent, and stand-alone airport authority. 
This new entity will be governed by non-elected officials who rely on a single administrative 
staff member and will operate at a monetary loss, and there is no succession plan to replace 
upper management personnel should they need to be replaced. 

1 March Joint Powers Authority, "March Joint Powers Authority Overview," April 2024, p. I. URL is located at
https://marchjua.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2-March-JPA-Overview-2024-l.pdf. Accessed January 27, 2025. 
2 Press Enterprise, ·'Local News, RIVERSIDE: No date set for JPA to disband," by Kurt Snibbe. June 8.2016. URL is located at 
https://www.prcssenterprise.com/20 I 6/06/08/riversidc-no-date-set-for-j pa-to-disband/. Accessed January 27, 2025. 
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REQUIRED RESPONSES 

The governmental entities are required to respond to the findings and recommendations listed 
below. 

According to California Penal Code §933, governing bodies have 90 days to respond to grand 

jury report findings and recommendations. The California Penal Code §933.05 outlines the limits 

within which governing bodies are allowable to respond. 

REQUIRED RESPONSES 

Locations Findings Recommendations 

March JPA Commission F-1 to F-13 R-1 to R-10

Riverside County Board of Supervisors F-10 and F-11 R-4, R-6, and R-8
City of Moreno Valley F-9 R-8

City of Perris F-9 R-8

City of Riverside F-9 R-8

INVITED RESPONSES 

The governmental entities are invited, but not legally required, to respond to the findings and 
recommendations listed below. 

Locations Findings Recommendations 

City of Moreno Valley F-1 to F-8 & F-10 to F-13 R-1 to R-7 & R-9 to R-10

City of Perris F-1 to F-8 & F-10 to F-13 R-1 to R-7 & R-9 to R-10

City of Riverside F-1 to F-8 & F-10 to F-13 R-1 to R-7 & R-9 to R-10

Riverside County Board of F-1 to F-9 and F-13 R-1 to R-3, R-5, R-7, &
Supervisors R-9 & R-10

Report Issued Date: 
Report Public Date: 
Response Due Date: 
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4-10-2025

4-15-2025

7-15-2025




